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Brno Workshop

This newsletter is principally for those who were unable to attend the Second International Workshop on Genetics, Medicine and History held in Mendel’s Abbey St Thomas, Brno, in May.  All agreed that the workshop was a great success, especially in its primary aim of bringing together historians and geneticists interested in the early history of the field.  There were 53 participants from 20 countries, including three invited guest speakers from Europe and America

As much material as possible has been placed on the genmedhist.net website, including full programme, list of participants’ names and addresses, abstracts and photos from the workshop. Here we reproduce just the programme and the report on the workshop sent to Wellcome Trust, who kindly provided financial support for it. A few copies of the printed programme/abstract booklet remain for those who would like one.
Programme

Second International Conference on Genetics, Medicine and History

Wednesday 11th May

9:00am Coach leaves Prague Congress Centre for Brno (for those attending ESHG Congress)

11:30am Arrive Brno (approx) Hotel Voronez (near Abbey)

12:30am Buffet lunch in Abbey

1:15-1:45pmTour of Abbey

2:00pm SESSION 1: Preserving the Records of Human Genetics

Julia Sheppard Archivist Wellcome Trust, London

The Future of the History of Human Genetics; the role of Archives

Short contributions, posters and discussion:

Tim Powell, Bath

Human Geneticists and the UK National Cataloguing Unit for the Archives of

Contemporary Scientists

Alan Bittles Perth

Historical Patterns of Consanguineous Marriage in Northern Sweden

Peter Harper and Steve Pritchard Cardiff

The Human Genetics Historical Library

General discussion on archiving and records

3:30pm Tea/coffee break.

4:00pm SESSION 2: Oral History and Human Genetics – a discussion session

Chair and lead discussant: Soraya de Chadarevian Berlin/Cambridge

The Value of Oral History

Short contributions, posters and discussion:

Marcus Pembrey London/Bristol

Witness seminars and Human Genetics

Mila Pollock Cold Spring Harbor

Talking Genomics

Peter Harper Cardiff

Interviews with early Human Cytogeneticists

Tayfun Özçelik Ankara

DNArt: A contemporary Sci-Art movement inspired by genetics – poster

5:30pm Informal reception in Mendel Museum (in Abbey) with introduction to exhibition


 by one of Mendel Center staff

8:00pm Workshop Dinner at ‘Mendel Cellar’ (close to Abbey and hotel)

Thursday 12th May

9:00am SESSION 3: Early Pioneers and Concepts of Human Genetics




 Chair Peter Harper

Alan Rushton USA

William Bateson and Human Genetics

Søren Nørby Copenhagen

Wilhelm Johannsen and the development of Danish Human Genetics

Toine Pieters Amsterdam

Two Centuries of Medical Thought About Heredity and Cancer

Short contributons, posters and discussion

Bengt-Olle Bengtsson Lund

Clinical Genetics Before Mendel.

Stephen Snelders Amsterdam

Heredity, Genetics and Alcoholism in the Netherlands

10:30am Coffee

11:00am SESSION 4: Human Genetics, Eugenics and Lysenkoism




   Chair William Leeming

Michal Simunek Prague

Eugenics in the Czech Lands

Tomas Mayer Vienna

Brief comments

Jaakko Ignatius Oulu

How Eugenics Reached Finland

Discussion: Lysenkoism and Eastern Europe

Milan Macek Sr Prague, Peter Harper Cardiff, and others

12:30pm Lunch

1:30pm SESSION 5: Historical Aspects of Medical Genetics




 Chair Jaakko Ignatius

Susan Lindee USA

Provenance and the Pedigree: Victor McKusick’s Work with the Amish

Patrick Macleod Canada

F. Clarke Fraser and the Birth of Medical Genetics in Canada

William Leeming Canada

Development of Medical Genetic Services in Canada and Britain

Posters and discussion

Hubert Soltan and Patrick MacLeod The Early History of Medical Genetics in

Canada

Jiri Santavy and Colleagues History of Medical Genetics in the Czech Republic

3:15pm Tea/coffee

3:45pm Discussion on future workshops

4:15pm Close of Workshop

Workshop report

Report for Wellcome Trust.

Second International Workshop on Genetics, Medicine and History.

Organised by the Genetics and Medicine Historical Network.

May 11-12, 2005 Brno, Czech Republic.

A total of 52 people from 20 countries took part in this workshop, held in the historic surroundings of Gregor Mendel's St Thomas Abbey in Brno. The meeting was made possible by the support of Wellcome Trust and it was also supported by the Wales Gene Park, with organisational help from the European Society for Human Genetics, whose annual congress had been held in Prague immediately before the workshop. 

Photographs from the workshop will be placed on the Genetics and Medicine Historical Workshop website, (genmedhist.net). 

The theme of the meeting was 'preserving the history of human genetics' and the first day was devoted to this topic. Julia Sheppard (head of Special Collections, Wellcome Trust) opened the workshop  with a highly informative talk on 'saving the archives of genetics', in which she outlined the key issues to be addressed and the steps to be taken if comprehensive and effective archives are to be achieved for human genetics. She was followed by Tim Powell, senior archivist at the Bath University National Cataloguing Unit for the Archives of Contemporary Scientists, who discussed the archives of human geneticists already involving this unit, notably the recently acquired and extensive records of Professor James Renwick. The papers were followed by discussion of other countries' experience and how international cooperation might help to ensure a more comprehensive archive. 

A brief presentation by Alan Bittles (Perth, Australia) showed how human genetics research could utilise wider archives, in this case Swedish Lutheran church records for studies of intermarriages.  Finally, Peter Harper (Cardiff) with Steve Pritchard, mentioned the recently established Human Genetics Historical Library, involving Cardiff University Library Special Collections, and based on donations and collections from genetics units that would otherwise been lost. 

The second session moved to the field of oral history. In a discussion led by Soraya de Chadarevian (department of History and Philosophy of Science, Cambridge and Max Planck Institute for History of Science, Berlin) both the importance of oral history and its potential pitfalls were outlined, as well as the urgent need for undertaking this in the case of human genetics, where many of the founding workers are still living, though now very elderly.

Mila Pollock (Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, USA) presented the extensive range of interviews based on workers visiting this laboratory, one of the key world centres for genetics research, where a systematic programme is underway for both an oral and written record of the field. From the UK, Marcus Pembrey gave his experience of chairing the witness seminar on genetic testing, organised by the Wellcome Trust History of 20th Century Medicine Group, while Peter Harper described a pilot series of interviews with early human cytogeneticists, hopefully to form part of a more extensive study. 

At the end of this session Tayfun and Iclal Ozcelik (Ankara) presented a series of remarkable artistic creations where gene structures were translated into the forms of classical Turkish art.

Day Two opened with a session on early pioneers and early concepts in human genetics. Alan Rushton (New Jersey) showed how William Bateson, the founder of British genetics, interacted extensively with clinicians in developing his ideas, so that human genetics formed a key part of the new field from the beginning. Soren Norby (Copenhagen) gave an account of the life and links to human genetics of Wilhelm Johannsen, the founder of genetics in Denmark, while Bent-Olle Bengtsson (Lund) described a previously unrecognised Swedish book on heredity and medicine from 1879. In presentations from the Netherlands, Toine Pieters (Amsterdam) showed how ideas on heredity and cancer had fluctuated over the past 200 years, with phases where first heredity, and then environment were regarded as predominant; while Stephen Snelders showed how comparable changes had occurred in the field of alcoholism. 

Session 4, on human genetics, eugenics and Lysenkoism, with contributions from Finland (Jaakko Ignatius) Austria (Tomas Meyer) and the Czech Republic, produced, as expected, a lively discussion and could have filled considerably more time. The session was especially interesting in the local context with presentations from the Czech Republic by Michal Simunek on eugenics and by Milan Macek Sr, Jiri Santavy and colleagues on the effects of the Lysenko period. It was clear that the legacy of these momentous episodes remains painfully real and that the history of Lysenkoism in relation to human and medical genetics has so far been largely undocumented.  No Russian workers were able to attend the workshop but contacts with both historians and geneticists in Russia have been made which should allow this area to be explored further. 

In the final session on historical aspects of medical genetics, Susan Lindee (Philadelphia) used the genetic research of Victor McKusick on the Pennsylvania Amish to explore how the beliefs and society of this unique population interacted with modern medical genetics, often in unexpected ways. Presentations by William Leeming (Toronto) and Patrick Macleod (Vancouver) illustrated the evolution and particular features of medical genetics services in Canada and the key role of some of its pioneers over the past 60 years. 

The closing discussion looked ahead to possibilities for future workshops, their location and funding support, and also debated how wider historical activities in the field might best be encouraged and co-ordinated. There was general support and enthusiasm expressed for such developments to continue on both sides of the Atlantic, the most likely scenario being a further workshop in two years, with specific shorter sessions forming part of other meetings. 

In conclusion this proved a most valuable and stimulating meeting, which brought together historians and interested geneticists from numerous countries, many of whom would not have had the chance to meet otherwise. There was notable enthusiasm for future collaboration and a recognition that both historians and geneticists have key roles to play in documenting the history of this important field. The interactive nature of the workshop was greatly helped by the unique setting of Mendel's beautifully restored abbey and by the informative tours of the Abbey, its library and the Mendel exhibition that were arranged by the expert staff of the Mendel Center. The Programme Committee would like to thank all those whose hard work made possible such a worthwhile and pleasurable workshop. 

Peter Harper 

On behalf of the Programme Committee 

June 3rd 2005
*************************

Future Workshops

The final session of the Brno workshop discussed possibilities for dates and venues of future workshops and agreed that it was highly desirable that the series should continue, though not necessarily in the same form.  Peter Harper indicated that, after coordinating the first two workshops, the lead should now be taken by others, so the remaining programme group members, with the addition of Professors George Sequeiros (Porto) and Christos Yapidzakis (Athens) agreed to take matters forward by holding further discussions, possibly with a view to a workshop being held in 2007. 

*************************

Human Genetics Historical Library

This continues to grow and develop steadily, a notable point being the formation of a steering group, as summarised in the discussion document given below. The steering grouop has now met and it is planned that minutes of this and other information should be placed on the genmedhist.org website, so please check there for more details.

The Library is greatly interested in receiving any further donations, especially now that it has been more formally and securely constituted. Anyone interested in donating books to it should initially contact Audrey Budding, coordinator (Budding@cf.ac.uk  Tel 44 (0)29 20744057)
DISCUSSION DOCUMENT
Background:
The Human Genetics Historical Library was established in 2004 by the genetics and medicine historical network and Institute of Medical Genetics (IMG) Cardiff University, with the strong support of British Society for Human Genetics. It is housed at IMG and curated by Cardiff University Library and Information Services. 

The library was formed to combat the increasing loss across the UK and beyond of key early books in the field of human and medical genetics, caused by extreme shortage of space in genetics units and absence of archiving and librarian expertise outside a few centres. 

Cardiff is an appropriate centre to initiate and co-ordinate the venture, given its international reputation in medical genetics, its strong existing involvement in historical studies in the field, and the existence of two significant current collections of historical human genetics books by university staff professors (David Cooper, Peter Harper ). 

Aims:
1
to achieve a definitive collection, as close to complete as possible, of published books relating to the development of human and medical genetics, both as a basic science and in its medical applications. 

2
to ensure  that the collection is housed, curated and catalogued so that it forms a valuable UK and international resource available to both historical and scientific researchers working to analyse different aspects of the origins and development of the field. 

3
to act as a focus of for gifts and bequests from individuals and institutions whose early human genetics books might otherwise be in danger of dispersal or loss. 

4
to form part of the wider genetics and medicine historical initiative  and to act as a foundation and stimulus for research into the development of human and medical genetics and its social, scientific and medical implications. 

Immediate challenges:
1
accurate cataloguing of existing and new books, according to established librarianship principles. 

2
development of  additional basic cataloguing information and an electronic database to allow searches by workers internationally. 

3
formation of links with other centres holding important collections of historical genetics books in the UK and internationally. 

4
establishment of funding to allow continued curating and the addition of further books. 

Points for discussion:
1
Formation of a steering group. This is needed to ensure that the library has access to relevant skills and that its constituent interests are properly represented. As an initial grouping the following representatives are suggested:
· Genetics and medicine historical network 

· Cardiff University libraries and information department 

· Institute  of Medical Genetics, Cardiff University 

· British Society for Human Genetics 

· External member with librarianship and archiving expertise 

The working of the group should be transparent and accountable to the wider genetics and historical communities. 

2
Extent of the library's remit:
Eg: how recent for inclusion? 

Should Human Genetics journals be included? 

Theses in human genetics? 

Unpublished reports and documents? 

Other personal scientific records of workers? 

3
Policy on acquisitions and disposals.  Should the library rely entirely on donations and bequests or should it aim for a modest budget to allow purchase?  Should exchange or selling of duplicate books be permitted? 

4
Ownership of the library .  Currently the books are not formally owned by Institute of Medical Genetics, BSHG or Cardiff university libraries, or by any specific individual (apart from the linked personal collections of professors Cooper and Harper). However the genetics and medicine historical network has no formal standing for ownership either. An acceptable and workable system needs to be defined. 

5
Location.  The present room in IMG is likely to be satisfactory for the next two to three years but thought needs to be given to a longer term location of the library. 

The above points are only a few of those that need to be fully discussed and as far as possible resolved if the Human Genetics historical Library is to develop fruitfully and on secure foundations. A meeting of those involved and interested should be held in the near future to allow more definitive plans to be agreed. 

*************************

Archiving of Personal Scientific Records: the Renwick Archive.

Sorting and preliminary cataloguing of this major record collection has now been completed by the National Cataloguing unit for the Archives of Contemporary Scientists at Bath University and it is already clear that this archive will be of the greatest importance to the history of human genetics generally. It consists of around 60 box files, mostly dealing with Jim Renwick’s gene mapping research between the early 1950s and the early 1970s. He was a pivotal figure in the early years of human gene mapping and those interested in the development of this field and the origins of the subsequent human genome project will find the records of special interest. He was also a meticulous keeper and organiser of records, something that has considerably helped the archiving process.

There is still a considerable amount of work to be done, including a more detailed description of the archive contents for geneticists; the human genetics community is extremely fortunate that the expertise of the Bath unit has been available for this task, and the question arises as to which other record sets need to be identified that might be in danger of being lost, or for which there are no plans in place for their cataloguing and archiving.  Perhaps this should be a topic for discussion in the newsletter and elsewhere?

*************************

International Human Genetics Congress, Brisbane, August 2006.

Newsletter readers will be pleased to know that the congress organisers have decided to include a historical session on human cytogenetics in the programme, to mark the 50th anniversary of the discovery of the human chromosome number. Speakers will include Professors Maj Hulten, Patricia Jacobs, Janet Rowley, Grant Sutherland and Lore Zech. It should be worth making the trip to Australia just to hear them!

*************************

Bookshelf.

A number of interesting books relating to genetics with a historical aspect have come the editor’s way over the past year and are mentioned here in case others have not seen them. There must be others that deserve mention too.

Carlson EA (2004) Mendel’s Legacy. The Origin of Classical Genetics. CSHL Press.

Stone L and Lurquin PF (2005) A Genetic and Cultural Odyssey. The Life and Work of L Luca Cavalli-Sforza. Columbia University Press.

Theodore M Porter (2004)  Karl Pearson.  The scientific life in a statistical age. Princeton University Press

For those wanting to find out more about these books, they have all been reviewed in Human Genetics.

*************************

Funding Support

We have been fortunate to obtain a series of small grants for specific topics from bodies such as Wellcome Trust, British Society for Human Genetics, Genetics Society and Royal College of Physicians, but have so far still not been able to achieve any more substantial or long term support.  We have again applied to Wellcome Trust (after consultation) and hope for a decision on this before the end of the year, so are ‘keeping fingers crossed’!

Anyone knowing of other funding possibilities should please be in touch; among other things this would allow a greater development of both the newsletter and the website.

