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Introduction

Welcome to the Genetics and Medicine Historical Network!  For those of you who are new to it, this initial newsletter should give you an idea of what it is and what it aims to do.  For those already involved it will be a mixture of messages you have received previously and an update on recent events.

Early in 2002, a small group of us began to discuss concerns that the early history of human and medical genetics was being neglected and that there was a real risk of the primary records and contributions of key workers being lost.  Discussions at the Strasbourg European Society for Human Genetics Conference in May 2002 showed that a significant number of people shared these concerns, which led one of us (Peter Harper) to initiate the Network.

The notice below was placed in the bulletins of British Society for Human Genetics and The Genetics Society, leading to further interest and enquiries.  This initial phase was helped by a small (£2,000) expenses grant from Wellcome Trust.

(((((((((
Genetics and Medicine Historical network

The field of Human and Medical Genetics is a relatively new one, but already some aspects are becoming part of history.  An informal ‘network’ has been initiated, with the help of a small grant from Wellcome Trust, and as a first step it is planned to contact those interested, whether in their own particular field or more generally.

What the network should aim to do will very much depend on what people wish and it is hoped that this will become clear over the coming year.  Possibilities include

· Identification and preservation of key records.  Many prominent workers are retiring and there is a danger of important material being lost.

· Interviews with key figures

· A web site documenting and linking available resources

· Stimulating detailed work in the field, whether by historians or by geneticists in their own area of work.

It is hoped that these notes, placed in the bulletins of British Society for Human Genetics and the Genetics Society may stimulate the interest of those wishing to contribute, leading subsequently to something more extensive.

Anyone interested can contact me 

by email (HarperPS@cardiff.ac.uk) or phone (029-2074 4057).

Professor Peter Harper, Institute of Medical Genetics,

University of Wales College of Medicine, Cardiff.

(((((((((
Email listing of interested people

The next step was to create an informal email list of people interested, along with a questionnaire that could be returned giving individuals’ particular interests (the questionnnaire is reproduced at the end of this newsletter).

The questionnaire was sent out with an update and note on aims in August 2002, which is given below, as some people may not have seen it.

Following this, further action was postponed until obtaining more substantial funding, with a one year grant application submitted to Wellcome Trust in September as part of their new Public Engagement with Science programme.  Dr Anita Shaw of Techniquest, the Cardiff based Science Education and Discovery Centre, was co-applicant.

(((((((((
Update August 2002

The Genetics and Medicine Historical Network was launched in discussions at the European Society of Human Genetics meeting at Strasbourg in May 2002, following earlier contacts with Wellcome Trust, who are supporting its initiation with a small grant.

It is hoped to create an informal group of people interested in the history and early development of Human and Medical Genetics, including clinicians, scientists and historians.  Some of the possible aims are listed on the attached page, but these are provisional.

All those contacted have shared a sense of urgency in the need to record and preserve these aspects.  There was also a strong feeling that our profession should lead in this itself, so that vital information would be available in future for historians and the wider public.

A web-based structure is being initiated and it is hoped that interested individuals may wish to take lead roles in developing and ‘curating’ particular areas relating to their own country, specialty or interest.

Turning the enthusiasm expressed into action will require some funding support for co-ordination, but meanwhile a register of those interested is being kept (please complete the attached questionnaire) and a further note will be sent out when more specific plans are possible.

It is hoped to have a meeting of those interested at next year’s ESHG meeting in Birmingham.  Meanwhile, people can be in touch with me by email for information or with any suggestions.

(((((((((
Possible areas for exploration

· Identification of key figures in development of the field in specific countries

· Location of records of key workers; identification of those in danger of loss or destruction

· Existing collections of important original published or unpublished material

· Existing or proposed papers, books or other material on historical topics in different countries

· Interviews with key workers

· Historical images- portraits, buildings, other

· Encouragement of academic History of Science/Medicine departments to undertake detailed studies in the field

· Professional Societies in Human and Medical Genetics in different  countries; origins and archives

· Special contributions of particular countries

· Documentation of development of particular fields of Human and Medical Genetics

· Documentation of particularly important or controversial events or developments

(((((((((
Wellcome grant – good news!

We have now heard (mid December) that our grant has been awarded (28k over 1 year) which will give some specific support for web development and clerical support.  This means that plans can go forward, at least in a modest way, so all suggestions and ideas are welcome.  This informal newsletter is the first step.

A summary of possible activities listed in the Wellcome Trust submission is given opposite.  Obviously this is far more than can be achieved in a single year which raises the question of longer term projects and support for the Network.  Again ideas and suggestions are needed for how these could be taken forward; the proposed meeting in May will be a good occasion for discussions.

(((((((((
Genetics, History And Medicine.  3rd  May 2003

Proposed satellite meeting immediately before European Society for Human Genetics Congress, Birmingham.

This meeting is provisionally scheduled for Saturday May 3rd , 10.00 am – 2.30 pm (the main ESHG meeting starts at 3.00 pm.)  A room has been reserved in the same venue as the congress.  The plan is to have three guest speakers, followed (after lunch) by a discussion on the further development of the Network.

Confirmation will be dependent on the meeting being supported by Wellcome Trust, but meanwhile, all interested who are attending the ESHG congress could ensure you arrive in Birmingham the night before (unless you live nearby).  At the least we aim to have an informal discussion meeting.

(((((((((
How You Can Help To Develop The Network

The Web Development Team at University of Wales College of Medicine are taking the responsibility for the initial phase and will be grateful to hear from anyone with particular ideas or expertise.

Contact is Jeff Alderman, email Alderman@cardiff.ac.uk
Clerical organisation and organisation of this newsletter will be provided by Audrey Budding, email Budding@cardiff.ac.uk
Any general suggestions and ideas can be relayed to myself, Peter Harper, email HarperPS@cardiff.ac.uk
NB:  We are planning to use email and web based communications exclusively, as we do not have time or resources to deal with telephone enquiries (apart from exceptional situations) nor to send out group information by post.

Those few of you still without email access will need to arrange this (apologies!).

(((((((((
Next Newsletter

This will depend on what you send!  Please email all contributions to Audrey Budding.

Feel free to print off the questionnaire form and other material to give to colleagues who you know may be interested.

We hope that, in addition to geneticists, historians and science educators will be keen to join and to contribute.

(((((((((
Finally

A very happy New Year to all of you and many thanks to those who have already helped to get this initiative off the ground.

Peter Harper

(((((((((
Questionnaire

It is very helpful to have this completed for everyone to gain a picture of the range and balance of people interested.

GENETICS AND MEDICINE HISTORICAL NETWORK

Surname: ………………………………………….

First name(s): ……………………………………..

Preferred title and affiliation: …………………………………………….

Country of present residence: ……………………………………………

Academic/Professional place of work and postal address:

……………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………..

Email (if different from that used currently):

…………………………………………………………….

Principal field of own work: ……………………………………………...

Principal field of historical interest: ………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………..

Country of principal historical involvement: ……………………………..

Are you willing for these details to be held on computer? ………………

(It is obligatory to request this consent under UK law)

Please return to Peter Harper, preferably by email

Professor Peter Harper, Institute of Medical Genetics

University of Wales College of Medicine, Heath Park, Cardiff. CF14 4XN

Email: HarperPS@Cardiff.ac.uk

Tel: (44) (0)29 2074 4057.   Fax: (44) (0)29 2074 7603
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